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This examination paper consists of FOUR Sections (A, B, C and D). Students are requested to 

attempt ALL Sections. Marks for each Section appear between brackets. 

 

Section A: Read carefully the following passage and then answer ALL the questions that 

follow. 

 

Notwithstanding the different religions which exist and the effect these individually leave on 

society, the principle aim of religion remains that of offering explanations and peace of mind for the 

people who practise their belief. Though, when different ideas are expressed, it is very easy for 

conflicts to arise and many times the trouble that follows is serious in nature. There is a need 

therefore for more respect and tolerance to be shown towards the different beliefs of people. This is 

very important, so much so that it is to be found encoded as one of the fundamental human rights.  
 

Passage adapted from  Social Studies – Understanding Society’s Madness (Ed. Brian Chircop) 
 

Questions 

 

1. What do you understand by the word religion? Why is this important for us? (5) 

2. Name the FIVE biggest religions in the world today. (5)  

3. Write about the FIVE functions of religion in society.     (5) 

4. Explain what we mean by secularism and give TWO examples. (4) 

5. It is important that people are educated about the existence of different religions today more 

than ever. Explain this statement in detail.       (6)                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

(25 marks) 

 

Section B: Read carefully the following passage and then answer ALL the questions that 

follow. 

 

Mass media keeps us informed about what is happening in the world. It can also be useful when 

carrying out research in any particular subject. Through internet and skype we can connect with our 

relatives or friends even when these may be far away from us. By means of mobile phones we can 

talk to whoever we want to at any time even if the person is abroad. We should be aware that not 

everything portrayed on television is true. The type of advertising as well as the amount of violence 

which is shown in the media is also very worrying. On the other hand many people find shopping 

online very convenient but one has to be careful even of this (e-shopping) so as not to become too 

indebted with the bank when buying with a credit card. 
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1. Write about THREE types of mass media and say how these are affecting us in our day to day 

lives.                                                                                                                                        (6)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

2. What do we understand by pluralism of the media? Say how this strengthens democracy. (4) 

3. What do you understand by the phrase social networks? Name TWO positive and TWO 

negative effects these bring about. (5) 

4. Name FOUR functions media has in society. (4) 

5. Name THREE advantages and THREE disadvantages of the means of communication. (6)           

                                                                                                                 (25 marks) 
          

Section C: Answer ALL the following questions. 

 

1. What do you understand by welfare? Explain the difference between welfare state and welfare 

society.           (5) 

2. Show the difference between a totalitarian state and a democratic state. (4) 

3. What do you think are the social effects of unemployment? Name FIVE examples. (5) 

4. What do you think are the main responsibilities of an employer? Name FIVE responsibilities. 

(5) 

5. What do Karl Marx and Max Weber say about social stratification? (6) 

                                                                                                                                   (25 marks)   

 

Section D: Choose ONE of the following titles and write between 250 and 275 words about it. 

 

1. Write about the role of the THREE main institutions of the state which are responsible for the 

upholding of  the Constitution of Malta. 

2. The Local Councils have brought about decentralisation of power as well as strengthening the 

idea of democracy. Discuss by saying how they have done this. 

3. Disease could be caused by a number of social causes. Discuss. 

4. Write about the social problems youth face in today’s world. 

                                                                                                                                        (25 marks) 

     Total: 100 marks 


